Interactive effects of ethanol on benzodiazepines levels in blood and brain of rat.
Effects of ethanol administration on triazolam, estazolam, diazepam, and chlordiazepoxide levels in blood and brain were investigated using rats. The brain level of triazolam was significantly increased by the concomitant oral administration of ethanol though the blood level was scarcely influenced. Estazolam levels in the blood and brain tended to be markedly raised by the ethanol administration. Diazepam levels in the blood and brain showed a tendency to be a little increased by the ethanol administration. Chlordiazepoxide levels in the blood and brain were scarcely influenced by the ethanol treatment. It was suggested that reinforcement effect of ethanol on the central nervous system depressant actions of triazolam and estazolam might appear by potentiation.